COLERIDGE

All students of man and society who possess that
first requisite for so difficult a study, a due sense of
its difficulties, are aware that the besetting danger is
not so much of embracing falsehood for truth, as of
mistaking part of the truth for the whole. It might be
plausibly maintained that in almost every one of the
leading controversies, past or present, in social philo-
sophy, both sides were in the right in what they
affirmed, though wrong in what they denied; and that
if either could have been made to take the other's
views in addition to its own, little more would have
been needed to make its doctrine correct. Take for
instance the question how far mankind have gained by
civilization. One observer is forcibly struck by the
multiplication of physical comforts; the advancement
and diffusion of knowledge; the decay of superstition;
the facilities of mutual intercourse; the softening of
manners; the decline of war and personal conflict; the
progressive limitation of the tyranny of the strong
over the weak; the great works accomplished through-
out the globe by the co-operation of multitudes: and he
becomes that very common character, the worshipper
of 'our enlightened age/ Another fixes his attention,
not upon the value of these advantages, but upon the
high price which is paid for them; the relaxation of
individual energy and courage; the loss of proud and
self-relying independence; the slavery of so large a
portion of mankind to artificial wants; their effeminate
shrinking from even the shadow of pain; the dull un-
exciting monotony of their lives, and the passionless
insipidity, and absence of any marked individuality,
in their characters; the contrast between the najrrow
mechanical understanding, produced by a life spent in
executing by fixed rules a fixed task, and tibe varied
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